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Plal. CXLIV. Ver. xii. 


That our Sons may be as Plants grown up in their Youth ;, 
that our Daughters may be as Corne.: Stones poliſhed after 


1 OTE" Ie 


„„ \ = 6 
the Similitade of a Palace. © 


Or as we read in our Daily Service. 


That our Sons may grow up as the young Plants ; and | 
that our Daughters may be as the poliſhed Corners of the | 
Temple. 


THESE Words, or good Wiſhes, can no ſooner be reci- 
ted at this Time and in this Place; but that you your | 
ſelves do point out the immediate Application of them, | 
And indeed I had rather directly apply them, than ſtay 1 
with unneceſſary: Labour to expound them. It is ſufficient, and 1 
thank God not improper to our preſent Circumſtances, to obſerve, 
that King David had been lately bleſs'd with eminent Succeſs and Vi- 
ctories abroad, and was now Praying God to Crown them with Peace 
and Proſperity at home. He begins the P/alm like a Song of Tri- 
umph over his Enemies; and ends it with a Supplication of -Happi- 
neſs to his own People. Ver. 1, 2. Bleſſed be the Lord my Strength, 
who teacheth my Hands to war, and my Fingers to fight. My Hope and 
my Fortreſs, my Caſtle and Deliverer, my Defender in whom I truſt; who 
ſubdueth my People that is under me. And ſo on, with the higheſt Ex- 
preſſions of Gratitude and Exultation. He breaks off the Rapture, 
and with Devourt Eloquence begins again, Yer. 9. I will ſing anew 
Song unto thee, O God and ſing Praiſes unto thee with a ten ſtringed Lute. 
Thou haſt given V. tory unto Kings, &c. Then the Royal Conqueror 
becomes a humble Petitioner to the King of Kings, that he would 


4 pleaſe to crown his Foreign Conqueſts with domeſtick Peace and 
Plenty, and all Manner of Felicity. The Foundation of all which 
was to be their Youth well Educated, their Sons and Daughters Vir- 
IF tnouſly and Religiouſly brought up; for ſuch is the Bleſſing implo- 


red in the Text, That our Sons may grow up as the young Plants, and 
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that our Daughters may be as the poliſhed Corners of the Temple. Or, as 


Corner Stones poliſhed after the Similitude of a Palace. There is no great 
Difference in the Tranſlations, and poſſibly the old one is fit to be 


retained, the Temple rather than the Palace, if as the beſt Interpre- 
ters underſtand it, by the Poliſhed Corners the Pſalmiſt does mean thoſe. 
Pillars which ſupported the Veil of Cherubims, mentioned. Exodus 


XXVi. 31, 32. Which were poliſhed or overlaid with Gold and did 


divide the Holy of Holies from the Body of the Tabernacle or Tem- 


ple. 


But this is certain, that in either Senſe, the Pſalmiſt meant to re- 


preſent Children improv'd by Education under a Figute of Grace and 
Beauty, the natural Grace of thriving Plants, and the artificial Beauty 


of ſome glorious Building, Why our Sens are compared to the Joung 


Plants, as if Nature were ſtronger and more ſelf fuſficient in ther: ? 
And why our Da-phrers to poliſued Corners, as if they wanted a more 


exquiſite Art and Skill to improve and adorn them? This probably 
was never meant, and there ſhould be no indulging of Fancy in la- 


terpreting the Word of God. 

The Words withaut any. ſtraining, do contain this Propo- 

tition;.-: - . 5 
„Our Children ſhining in their Native Sweetneſs, and eſpecially 

* adorn'd with a liberal Education, do make a very good and glori- 

* ous Show: Nothing more comfortable to behold, than our So. 


© thus growing up as the yorng Plants, and our Daughters thus ap- 


& pearing as the poliſhed Corners of a Palace or a Temple. 
In this World, the Theatre of God, there is a ſtrange Variety of 
delightful Objects, that ſtrike our Eyes with agreeable and even ama- 


Zing Joy and Pleaſure. And well may we Creatures behold and 
wonder, when theſe Things pleas'd the Creator's own Review: Ie. 
ſam his new born Works, and they all were good. But now among 

all the delectable Sights that can fill the Eyes of Men; I believe none 


is more entertaining, more raviſhing, than what we have now before 


us and around us. A dear and pretious Sight! Some Thouſands of 


Poor Children, arm'd with their own Innocence, adorn'd with your 
Charity, and above all, illuſtrated with the firſt Rudiments of Learn- 
ing, Virtue and Religion! What SpeAtzxcle upon Earth can come 
nearer to that of a Multitude of the Heavenly Hoſt? What more 
lively Reſemblance here below of that glorious Appearance revealed 
to St. 7ohn, of the many Thouſands with their Fathers Name written in 
their Foreheads ſinging as it were a new Song before the Throne, not defiled, 


4 for they are Virgins, following the Lamb, redeemed from among Men, be- 


ing the fi, ſt Fruits unto God and the Lamb, A Congregation of theſe 
innocent ones is a goodly Sight to look, to feed, to dwell upon! A 
Sight that is enough to open the Eyes of Prejudice, and to ſtrike En- 


vy dumb! A Sight fo endearing, at leaſt ſo inoffenſive, that diſdain 


and ill” Nature cannot blame it, can at worſt but overlook it 
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And indeed in the Proſpect of all Things under the Sun, the Wii- 
dom of God has ſo adapted our Eyes to vilible Things: that the 
youngeſt Creatures ſeem to have the moſt winning Beauty in them. 
The Lambs, the Kids, the young ones of every living Kind, have the 
Sweetneſs, the Prettineſs in them, that pleafe and charm: far. beyond 
what they do, when they grow up to Age, and (what we improperly. 
call) Perfection. This holds in the very inanimate Products of Na- 
ture; the Bud and the opening Bloſſom have a ſingular Freſhneſs in 
them, that on that Account delight us more, than the full blown 
Flower or the riper Fruits. This joyful Spring does exceed in Glory: 
the maturer Seaſons that are following after. The young Plants in the 
Text are a better Figure of Decency, than when they come to ſpread” 
into Boughs and Shade. Nay, it is in ſome Meaſure the ſame with 
the Works of Art, as with thoſe of Nature: The firſt Draught and 
ruder Model do ſometime hit us more than the perfect Operation; 
and the riſing Structure does promiſe a Pleaſure perhaps greater 
than we find in the finiſht Building. There is a Reaſon for it, that 
the Beginnings of things are apt to raiſe our Imagination and our -. 
Hopes; when the Cloſe and Period of them do ſeldom anſwer that | 
great Image which we had formed in our Minds. | 
But J keep. rather to the Inſtance here before us: Theſe early 
Shoots of Mankind, theſe young and tender Plants now before our | 
Eyes, muſt needs {hed a ſenſible Pleaſure upon all good Chriſtians.. 
And therefore | cannot but commend the Prudence of the Governours | 
and Truſtees of this Charity; that they keep up an Anniverſary. 
Meeting of theſe poor Children, to come from every Quarter of our 
two Cities and their larger Suburbs, to walk in decent Couples thro? 
the Streets, led by the Miniſters, the Paſtors, as the Lambs of their 
Flock, and here at laſt folded as it were in the Courts of God's Houſe : 
Fo ſee them Cloathd with Neatneſs, and ſet off with good Manners, 
and by Humility and Piety made all glorious within; to hear them read- 
ing the Pſalms diſtinctly, making the Reſponſes audibly, turning rea- 
dily to the Chapters, reciting moſt perfectly their Catechiſm and ſome 
uſeful Expoſition of it; and ſinging forth the Pſalms and Hymns in 
a melodious Manner. O what a Chriſtian Entertainment is this! A 
Spectacle far beyond the Vanities of the Stage or Mulick Houſe, or 
any woridly Pomp whatever! _ 
The Papiſts whoſe Religion does conſiſt much in Pageantry and Show, 
do make their ſolemn Proceſſions in a varions Order: But they have 
no Device ſo taking to the People, as that of young Children. 
winged like Angels, and as it were flying along with Halle/njahs and 
Ho/annahs in the Streets. Our plain Religion admits of no ſuch lu- 
dricous Pomp. The humble and unaffected Sight, that is this Day 
_ repreſented to you, does (I dare ſay excel all thoſe glaring Amuſe- 
ments of Popery. The Children are here ſhewn like themſelves, in 
their own Simplicity, like pure and native Lilies, which for that rea-- 2 
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"ſon could outſhine folomer in all his Glory. We have wiſely reject- 
_ ed the Superſtition of our Fathers, who dreſs'd up their Children 
for a Mock Proceſſion upon the Feſtivals of St. Nicholas, St. Catherine, 
St. Clement, the Holy Innocents, and ſuch like Days. Our Charity-Chil- 
dren are taught to make no other Appearance, but that of Sincerity 
and Truth. In fome of our Schools, you may fee them on a Sunday 
Evening at their Quarterly Exercifes of Letters and Religion, in a 
moſt edifying Manner. Some of them are ſpelling the hardeſt Words 
with mare Exactneſs than many adult Perſons can do, who yet think 
themſelves Maſters of the Ergliſh Tongue. Some are reading with 
ſuch an Emphaſis and clear Pronunciation, as may inſtruct,if not ſhame, 
thoſe Men and Women who come to hear them. Others are making 
Speeches, or holding Dialogues, or by Turns rehearſing ſome choſen 
Parts of Scripture, or likewiſe reciting fome particular Clauſes in the 
Acts of Parliament reſtraining Vice and Immorality. And all with 
ſuch an Air of Chriſtian Breeding, that, | perceive, gives a wonderful 
Satisfaction to thoſe Friends and Neighbours who fo well ſpend the 
Evening of a Chriſtian Sabbath. The folemn Service of the Church 
does not here admit ſuch a full Trial of their Abilities; and yet 
they make a ſufficient Proof even in theſe our publick Aſſemblies ; 
to which they are conſtantly brought ; and in which they learn to 
behave themſelves with Awe and Reverence under the Eyes of their 
Governours, and as in the Sight of God; Praying, Reading, Singing, 
Reſponding in fo good an Order; that in many of our Churches, 
theſe Charity Children are a conſiderable Part, I had almoſt ſaid, the 
worthieſt Part of our Congregation; an Example to many of grey 

This goodly Appearance of the Children in our Churches has often 
raiſed np Benefactors to them. The Auditors have been ſo delight- 
ed with their good Performance, that they have gone home with Ad- 
miration, they have reflected upon it with a freſh Comfort; and ſo 
God has ſtirred up their Hearts to beſtow ſome conſiderable Gift or 
Legacy upon them. I could give fome Inſtances, and I hope to live 
(if it pleaſe God) to ſee many more. Who knows but this Day, 
and this preſent Aſſembly, may afford an Example or two of ſome a- 


dle and well diſpoſed People, who may be ſo well ſatisfied with theſe 


Demonſtrations of Innocence and Charity, that their Hearts may 
burn within them; and they may make a Vow unto God, to dedicate 
ſome Part of their Subſtance, living or dying, to this beſt of Works, 
The Education of poor Children. 

y Brethren, There is an innate Force in ſome Objects of Pity and 


Compaſſion, that does attract our Eyes and very Hearts towards em. 
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This attractive Force and Virtue is in no other deplorable Creatures, 
ſo much as it is in poor diſtreſſed Children; like the Needle to the 
Loadftone; we” cangot but turn and point directly to them, Harm- 
ves, they have no Arts in begging; they have 

* . 4 no 


| 4 dlear and bright Souls; and that Bodies of ſuch a fair outward Aſpect 


chat «© Our Children ſhining in their native Beauty, and eſpecially 


1 | 


no diſſembled Tokens of Miſery to impoſe upon us; they have no 1 | 
affected Clamours to over-bear us; they have nothing but the Merit "I 

of a real Want, ind a Patience to be relievid. _ _. 

Let me put you in Mind, that by the Account of Bede, our oldeſt Ee, e 


Hiftorian of any Credit, the Converfion of our Saxon Anceſtors was 55 + "1 
in great Meaſnreowing to this ſenſible Cauſe; I mean, to the charm- 
ing Sight of poor Engliſh Children. For he tells us, that Gregory the 
(Great, before his Advancement to the See of Rome, happened to ſpy 

ſome Boys of this Country expoſed in the Market among other Cap- 
tives to ſale: and upon enquiry underſtanding they were Pagans, 

he ſigh'd to think, that the Prince of Darkneſs ſhould poſſeſs ſuch 


ſhould have Minds void of all inward Grace and Goodneſs: And 
then alluding to the Similitude of thoſe our Argles and the Angel. 
above, and other Words of Afinity in Sound, the Wir of that Age; 
He took up a Reſolution offending Miſſionaries to convert the En- 
gliſn Nation; which was ſoon after accompliſh'd under Auſtin. If 
this were a Monkiſh Fable, it would however bear this Moral in it, 
That the very Sight of hopeful and deſtitute Children, muſt needs 
raiſe our Pity and Concern for their Souls ; and diſpoſe us to help - 
bring them out of Darkneſs unto the Light of Knowledge and Sal- 
vation. 5 ö 
And let this ſuffice for our firſt Obſervation from the Text, 1 


ce adorn'd with a liberal Education, do make a very good and glori- 
« ons Show: Nothing more comfortable to behold, than our Sons 
« thus growing up as the young Plants, and our Daughters thus 
appearing as the poliſhed Corners of a Palace or a Temple. 
II. I ſhould proceed in the ſecond Place to recommend {ome of the 
© Benefits and Advantages of thus providing for the better Edu- - 
* cation of Children; which muſt be implied in this affectionate 
«© Wiſh, or rather this importunate Prayer of King David, that our 
Sons may grow up as the young Plants, and that our Daughters may be as 
the poliſhed Corners of the Temple. 555 
And here, to avoid the confounding a Multiplicity of Bleſſings, ! 
| ſhall ſpeak briefly of thoſe Benefits or Bleſſings in Reſpect of Children 
2 elves; and then in reſpect of Families, Pariſhes, and King- 
oms. .  * 
Firſt, In Reſpect of Children themſelves: How is Man born but like Jeb N. 
a wild Aſs's Colt? And what is it, that is bound up in the Heart of every 12. 
Ch la, but ſuch a Ferity and Fooliſhneſs that muſt be ferch'd out by li- 
ſtruction and Correction? For this excellent Purpoſe, It is good for ex 
Man that be bear the Toke from his Youth; and that he be trained up 9% 
from a Child in the Way that he ſhould go, that when he is ola, he may not 
depart from it, e WW 
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ren, or be curſt with Thorns and Thiſtles. Tha brſt Rudiments of 
Letters are hardly attainable but in Childhood; When People grow 
up in Ignorance of 'em, not one of a Thouſand cah recover the loſt 
Opportunity. However acute in other Matters ,they art dull at this; as if 
Providence would chaſtiſeMankird for offering to change the appoint- 
ed Scaſons of Learning, with the ſame Kind of Jeſtice, by which 
Men are left Reprobates, who dare to truſt to a late Repentance. 
Therefore the Parts and Capacity of every Man or Woman, do in 
great Meaſure depend upon an early Education beftow'd vpon them. 
There may be a rare Inſtance of one or two in an Age, who ſhall 
emerge from the Difficulties of an Ignorant and miſpent Youth : and 
even thoſe jew ſhall be continually complaining of that Misfortune, 
and ſhall be caſting the Reproach of it upon their careleſs Parents, 
or other Friends unmindful of them. 1 cannot ſay, that all Souls 
are at firſt equal in Activity and Power; there may be Finer or 
Courſer Threads of Life from the very Birth and natural Conſtituti- 
on: But certainly a greater Difference does afterward ariſe from 
the good gr ill Minagement of Infant Souls: The Inclination to 
Heavineſs and Dulneſs, may, for want of Refinement, ſettle into 


perfect Droſs and Dead Matter; and even a Quickneſs of natural 


Parts, left naked in the Hands of the World and the Devil, may 
bave but a ſharper Edge to Vice and Folly. 


You therefore, little Children, who are born of meaner r Pacents; 
rejoice in this, that God provides you Friends better than your Pa- 


rents, Charitable Friends, who cloth your Bodies, and new dreſs your 


Minds and Souls; who timely remove you, O young Plants, into the 


beſt Nurſeries of Learning and Religion, to be there watered by your 


Teachers, till God ſhall give you a full Encreaſe. If ye want Judg- 


ment now, to prize this Bleſſing, yet, within the firſt Years of your 


Diſcretion, ye will congratulate your ſelves and bleſs God, and Praiſe 
your Bencfactors for it. You will come to ſay, Oh what had we been, 

if left unto our ſelves, and to our Parents unable to help us ! Left 
to play in the Streets, and to linger and pilfer from Door to Door! 
What had we been, when come to Age, but the loweſt Servants, and 
hardeſt Labourers; or perhaps idle Wanderers and Beggers, or 'poſ= 


ſibly ſtrouling Thieves and Robbers! But we adore the Mercy of 


God, that when as to any ſchooling or breeding, our Father and Mo- 


ther had forſaken us, then did God take ws up, and commit us to the- 3 
Care of many good and generous Chriſtians, who maintained us at! 
their Charity Schools, till we were fitter for the World, and can nom, -F 
live comfortably and creditably in it. We Praiſe the Lord, and can 5 
never forget this Benefit beſtow'd upon us. 


II. But Secondly, this good Education of Children is a igri "ſe 
1 rs of the Families to which der Ne 
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"Youth is the Sced Time of good e an good Conveiſats 0 | 
on; if this Seaſon be altogether loſt, the good Soſ muſt become bar- 
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I might here lead you into a Connexion of many Truths; As Fir, 
That it is the Ambition and Glory of honourable Marriage, to be 
hleſs'd with Children and the Fruit of the Womb; and yet that Bleſ- 
ſing does not depend on the Birth, ſo much as on the good Breeding 
of them. And Secondly, It is the natural Inclination of all Parents 
ro love their Children; which Love can be expreſs'd no better Way, 
than by a tender Regard to their Virtuous Education. And Third-+ 
ly, It is 4 laudable kind of Inſtin& in all Parents, to provide and lay 
up for their Children; and yet to bring them up in the Nurture an 
Ad monition of the Lord, is the beſt Portion, the trueſt Proviſion; 
they can make for them. Again, Fourthh, It is the Hope and Zeal of 
all Parents, that their Children may continue and preſerve their 
Name, and carry it down to Poſterity in ſome Credit and Reputation; 
vehich cannot well be expected without a right Foundation laid in the- 
good Government and Improvement of thoſe Children. And I might, 
lajily, obſer ve, that the Peace and Quiet of all Families does ſo much 
depend upon the good Diſcipline of Children, and upon reforming: 
the Humours and natural Infirmities of 'em; and above all, the Sa- 
tisfaction of Parents, is ſo very ſweet in ſeeing their Children do 
well in the World; and on the contrary, their Grief and Vexation 
are ſo very piercing at their Miſcarriage in it; that it muſt needs? 
be the principal Intereſt as well as Duty of all Families to have the 
Children within them carefully brought up to Letters, Manners, and 
Conſcience, that ſhall be all uſeful and good. Theſe things I can only. 
hint, and recommend to your ſecond Thoughts at ſome other ſeri- 
ons Time. 8 . | | 
My Eye and Heart are upon the poor Children, and J am ſatis- 
fied that their good Education is a ſingular Benefit to the meaner Fa- 
milies and Friends they belong unto. Not only, that it is a ſenſible 
Eaſe and Pleaſure to the indigent Parents, that the Burden of a Son 
or Daughter is taken off their Hands, by Cloaths and Schooling pro- 
videntially given to 'em; but on many other Accounts. The Pa- 
rents can more eaſily command their Children, when they come back 
from School accuſtomed to Awe, and Reverence, and dutiful Subjecti- 
on. And they can truſt them upon any Errand, or in any Place, 
when their Church Principle and their Practice at School has been, to - 
keep their Hands from picking and ſtealing, and their Tongues from 
lying and all evil ſpeaking. The Parents have ſome Comfort in thele 
ſanctifyed little cnes, to hear them pray, and read, and rehearſe, and 
ſing; why, it turns their poor Cottage into a Sort of Temple, and in 
the happy Reform of their own Children, they do as it were receiufrt 
Angels unawares. By this Means, to my Knowledge, ſome Parents 
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has turn'd the Hearts of the Pa 
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"covered their loſt Reading, and have been reſtor'd to the Know- 
edge and Practice of Morality and Religion. I have heard of ſome 
or Families, almoſt Heatheniſh, and without God in the World, 


— where the profane Parents being pleas'd and overcome with the ſweet 


Devotions of their Children, have themſelves learned to ſerve God 
in their Houſes by daily Prayer: So great Strength has God ordained 
gut of the Mouths as it were of Babes and Sucklings. Nay, and the 
Parents who thus receive a Spiritual Bleſſing from their Children, may 
ikewiſe partake of many Temporal Comforts from em: To ſee them 


ranſplanted in order from the Charity Schools inte ſober Families, 


N 


and put out to convenient Trades and Callings; This muſt be a new 


joy to the inſufficient Parents; who could not fo well diſpoſe of 


em; and they are already ſupported with the Hopes of what they 
may live to enjoy: A help and Allowance from thoſe their Chil- 
© dren, as ſoon as 3hey thrive and proſper in the World. 
III. Thirdly, The Advantage of Childrens Education is very great, 
in Reſpect of thoſe Pariſhes wherein they are born and bred. 
It isa wiſe and happy Frame of political Conſtitution, that our 
Kingdom is divided into Parochial Bounds and Diſtricts; as a large 
Body into Members, where every Part muſt adorn and defend the 
whole. Theſe Pariſhes have their Peace and Welfare very much de- 
pending on the Behaviour of younger Perſons. The greateſt Diſor- 
ders in any Neighbourhood do moſt commonly proceed from the 
Folly of Children. or the Raſhneſs of Apprentices and Servants, and 
the like greener Heads. It is their Quarrels taken up by thoſe who 
ſhould be wiſer, that moſt frequently create the Strife and the 
Variance in this City. Wherefore if all this young Brood were 
trained up in a ſtrict Fear of God, and a humble Deference to their 
Superiours; It would very much tend to keeping the Peace and pro- 
moting the Proſperity of every common Place of Habitation. Eſpe- 
cially as to meaner Families, the Children of the Poor are too natu- 
rally the Nuſance of our Streets: They muſt be ſo, if ſuffered to be 
idle, and ignorant, and vicious: They muſt be Vermine, preying up— 
on nobler Creatures. And how ſhall we prevent it? The Laws 


Indeed reaſonably enforce each Pariſh to maintain their own Poor, 


but this Maintenance is extended chiefly to the old and decay'd Peo- 
ple; the Children are often thrown upon the wider World; or if 
There be a Law ſufficient for their Bodies, and to keep them from 
ſtarving, yet there is no ordinary legal Proviſion for their Minds and 
Souls: That better Part of em is ſtill expoſed to be found brutiſh, 
and 1n a manner void of Underſtanding. The happier Uſe and Be- 
nefit of our Charity Schools, where this Defect is ſo honourably ſup- 
plied ; where our voluntary Contributions do fill up the Meaſures 
that muſt of Neceſlity fall ſhort in our ſtated Rates and Taxes. 
What Miſchiefs would otherwiſe threaten and unavoidably fall upon 


: 8 every populous Pariſh? The poor ragged Children would ſwarm 
like Locuſts in our Streets, and by playing about with Lies, and 


Oaths, 


- 4 


Children of the better Sort: and by an early Entrance upon pilfering 


thy Citizens, who begun this laudable Inſtitution of Charity- Schools. 


they are now likely to be no longer a Stain and a Load upon their 

Birth-Place, but a Service, and an Ornament, and perhaps, perpetual . 
Benefactors to it. For I doubt not, but ſome one Charity- Scholar or 

other here preſent, will ariſe into a Figure in the World, and will 


on of Families, and Pariſhes ; and whatever is a domeſtick Comfort q 
and a parochial Intereſt, muſt be a National and Univerſal Good: | 


Wealth. All Government muſt ſubſiſt by Unity, Order, and Peace. 


they are then fitted to the Hands of other lawful Rulers ; and the- | 


School. But if a perverſe Will and ſelfiſh Humour, if Ignorance, _ 


cannot be too populous, if we are not tumultuous: It is ill Educa- 
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Oaths, and filthy Language in their Mouths, they would corrupt the- | 4 


and ſharping, they would grow up into a Habit of profeſs'd Stealing, | 
in all the Myſteries of it, from picking of Pockets, to Shop-Lifting ang 
Houſe Breaking; wherein their Practice no doubt would lie moſt in 
thoſe Streets, and at thoſe Doors and Windows, with which they 
have been acquainted from their Childhood. Or if in Spite of Tem- 
ptations, ſuch ignorant Children ſhould happen to be honeſtly dif- 
pos d, yet at beſt, they would ſink into a lazy and loitering Kind of 
Life; and at laſt, by a numerous Offspring, or by Sickneſs, or at far- 
theſt by old Age, they would become a Burden to the Pariſh ; and ſo 
every Generation would encreaſe that Charge, which is already com- 
plai ned of as too great and grievous to be born. On 
The more Thanks is due to the publick Spirit of thoſe Perſons, 3 
who have caſt in the Sal at the Fountain Head, to heal the Waters 2 Rings 
that were ought, and the Ground that was barren, I mean, the wor- rr, 21. 


Wherein the Children of both Sexes are now redeemed from the Curſe 
they before lay under, are now put into a new World, another 
Courſe of Piety, Honeſty, and Induſtry, wherein, by God's Bleſſing, 


have a grateful Soul, and he or ſhe will remember and reward the 
Place of their Birth and Education. „ 

IV Forrthly and laſtly, the Benefit of good Education does ſpread 
farther, and extend it ſelf unto the whole Kingdom, : 

Of which, there needs no Proof: For a Kingdom is but a Collecti- 


Whatever ſtrengthens the Members, mult needs invigorate the whole 
Body. But there are ſome peculiar Advantages to the Common- 


Now it Children by timely Diſcipline, are made tractable and obe- 
dient to the Advice and Authority of their Parents and Teachers, 


Church and the State will bz as quiet as were the Family and tze 


Rudeneſs, Pride and Folly be ſuffered to take Root in our neglected q 
Youth; then will the ſame Weeds appear in every other Age and | 
Station, and the twice Children will be ever wanton, and uneaſie, and + 
rebellious, under the beſt of Governments. Worthy Citizens, We 


tion that maketh only a confuſed Multitude: There muſt be ritt 
Breeding to form the regular Company and Society of Mankind. So 
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wild Nature maketh out a Wood, and a Foreſt; but Are and Coſt : 
mult raiſe and preſerve the decent Walks and Plantation So Herbs 
and Flowers may have a faint. Luſtre in Fields and Hedges, but the 


incloſed Gardens only can improve them into Order and p 1 fect Beau - 
ty. la like Manner, Schools and Appartments of ay are the 
Seminaries and Nurſeries of every Common-Wealth, to diſpoſe and 


prepare Mankind for publick Ornament and Service. 1 
Hence to neglect the Education of Youth, is a ſort of Plot againſt 
every Government, and may work a ſlow and ſure Deſtruction to ir. 


It was upon this View, that in one of the Grecian States, a Law is 


ſaid to have obtained; That whatever Parents ſpent their Revenues 
upon their own Luſts, without allowing a competent Share for the ſui- 
table Breeding of their Children, their Eſtate ſo abuſed, was ſeque- 
ſtred to the Government, and they were to bring up ſuch neglected 
Children. Did it become me to ſay what Laws we want; I would 
preſume to ſay, that we ſtand in need of ſuch a Law, that if Parents 


vill not beſtow Education upon their Children, when they are able 


to do it, their Income (or at leaſt a ſufficient Part of it) ſhould be 
aſſigned to the Publick, in Truſt for Breeding up the innocent Chil- 
dren. „„ | 

But even that Law would not reach to the deſtitute Families that 


cannot poſſibly afford to beſtow this Bleſſing on their little ones. 
No Law but the Royal one of Charity can rcach home to the Chil- 
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Bibles and Prayer Books; and fo proceed to Write, and to caſt Ac- 
11 . 2 Counts, 
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dren of our poor and needy Brethren: And therefore to provide 
free Learning for theſe forſaken Souls, was always thought an Act of © 
Generolity and Bounty. It was this Senſe and Zeal that at the Be- 
ginning of our Reformation, inſpir'd ſo many Exel ſh Patriots to 
found Grammar- Schools; till their Charity this Way began to run 
into a ſort of Exceſs, and almoſt bordered on the former Superſtiti- 
on of founding Cells and Monaſtries. The Intention of multiply- 
ing theſe Grammar-Schools was no doubt good and honourable ; 
that ſuch a Number of poorer Children might have Learning gratis, 
and an Opportunity be opened unto all the neighbouring Youth.” 
But here lay the wrong Turn; The Maſters of thoſe Schools ſet up 
for Greek and Latin only; and ſo their Dilpeniation excluded one 
Sex altogether, and was indeed too high for the meaner Boys, born 
to the Spade and the Plougb; if theſe were admitted, it gave them ſuch 
an imperfect Taſt of Learning, as when they were call'd out to La- 
bours, and lower Trades, did but fill their Heads with Noiſe, and 
help to make them more vain and conceited. I muſt ſay, that for 
Schools of this Nature, we have enough, and many of 'em excellently 
govern'd. If any worthy Perſons be now inclined to Erect and Endow 
any School, it ſhould be, in my Opinion, an Exgliſh School, a Proyt- 
fion for Teaching the Children of the Poor their Mother Tongue, to 
know their Letters, to Spell, to Read, to Speak, to underſtand their 


Boy or a Girl for a Servant or Apprentice, where ſhall a better Choice 


© Queens to be Nurſing Fathers and Nur ſing Mothers to the Children 
of their People Our pious King Alfred, to baniſh Paganiſm and 


to learn to read Exgliſb, and to write it, before they ſhould be put Alerediing 
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counts, and to know the common Forms of daily Buſineſs ina Family, * * 
a Shop,anda Pariſh. Theſe are the plain Accompliſhments that (with- " 
out a Syllable of Learned Languages) would beſt become the Gene- 
rality of People, and make them moſt uſeful in their Generation. 

And therefore this is the very Method of our Charity-Schools, and 
renders cur ordinary Children moſt fit for Services and proper Em- 
ployments in the World. Ye are all ſenſible of it; if ye want a 


be made than out of a Charity-Sch9dl ? where a neat, and tractable, 
and virtious, and religious little Scholar, is ike young Joſeph, a Bleſ- 
ling to the Family he comes into, and like him, in time of Need, may 
kelp torelieve a City, and to ſave a Kingdom. „ 

If our Splendid Hoſpital for Seamen be within a little time adorn'd 
with an Appartment for Boys, to be bred early to Navigation, and 
thoſe parts of the Mathematicks that are moſt uſeful to guide a Ship, 
and to ſurvey the World: From whence ſhall a Supply of thoſe 
Boys be taken, but from our Charity-Schools? Where Lads may be 
pick'd out Sprightly, Hardy, Ingentous, and Good, fitter for the Ser- 
vice of their Queen and Country; fit to enlarge that Dominion 
of the Seas, which has been long our Right, and is now our emi- 
nent Glory. „ 7 

To return, This good Influence of Knowledge and Inſtruction 
on the Happineſs of a Kingdom, has made many of our Kings and 


Baibarity from this Iſland, Erected Reading-Schools in ſeveral Parts | 
of his Dominions, and as we are told by a good Hiſtorian, He ob- Jobe | 
liged all his Subjects of Ability to ſend their Children to thoſe Schools: Brin. 
Nay, and by what we have of his own Royal Writings, we find that x, error. 
He came to this Reſolution, that all Children ſhould be ſent to School, Pretat. 


to any Calling. And our Queens have been as Eminent in this Roy- Col.Came 
al Wiſdom and Goodneſs. Our Abbot Igulph tells of himſelf, that % 2.54 
while a Boy, and coming from Schoclto Court, Queen Edz:th would 1 1 
do him the Honour to hear him and examine him, and by her Maid 4175 Gale 
ens give him pieces of Money to encourage his Progreſs in Books and 5. 62. 
Learning. To come lower down, In the Reign of Queen Flizz- 
beth, by Her Royal Example and Countenance, there were more 
Schools and Colleges Founded, than in any three or four Reigns what. 
ever. There ſeems to be a Reaſon in the nature of Things, that when 
the more tender Sex aſcends the Throne, all the Objects of Pity 
and Compaſſion are better conſider'd and provided for. So will it 
be in this Auſpicious Reign: Several of the Chariry- Schools have talt - 
ed of Her Majeſty's Royal Bounty, and One of them has been alrea- 
y Incorporated by Her Royal Favour. Under the e of AM 
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Her Wiſdom and Goodneſs, We are a happy People! Glorious Suc- 


cels abroad and good Education at home ſh 
and more flouriſh and abound. 

Let me now be drawing toward a Concluſion, with thi: Inference 
from the whole: That we ought all of us, in our ſeveral Stations, 
to promote and carry on this good Work of the Education of Chil- 
*. dren: Eſpecially of the poorer Sort; that we may join Hand in 
Hand, to become Planters and Builders in this noble Schene of Na- 
* tional Glory, this beſt Appearance of Humanity on Earth; Our 
& Sons growing up as the young Plants, and our Daughters being as the 
& Poliſhed Corners of a Palace or a Temple. 

There is no Collection now propos'd for this pious Uſe: We are 
only to go back and take all Opportunities of recommending the ex- 
cellent Deſign by our Words and Actions, by our Advice and Per- 
ſwaſion, and above all, by our Example. The Arguments for it are 
too many to bear a mentioning at this Time. You hear them fre- 
quently urg'd in the Sermons and Lectures that are preach'd on be- 
half of theſe poor Children: And you ſee them abounding in the 
Word of God; eſpecially in the 16th. of St. Matthew, where our dear 
Saviour, who choſe to be himſelf an Infant,and would be repreſented 


| (we truſt in God) more 


as increaſing in Wiſdom and Stature, and in Favour with God and Man; 
He, bleſſed Jeſus ! called a little Child unto him, and ſet him in the midſt 


of his Diſciples ;, and ſaid, Verily I ſay unto you, except ye be converted, 
and become as little Children, ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Hea 
ven. Whoſoever therefore ſhall humble himſelf as this little Child, the fame is 
greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven: Aed whoſo ſhall receive one ſuch lit- 


tle Child in my Name, receiveth me. But whoſo ſhall offend one of theſe lit- 
tle ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a Milſtone were 
banged about his Neck, and that he were drowned in the Depth of the Sea, 
Take heed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little ones: For Iſay unto you, that 


in Heaven their Angels do always behold the Face of my Father which is in 


Heaven. No Subject can be more moving, and no Words can be more 
pathetical upon it. 


My Brethren, how has God been with us from our Youth up until 


now? And ever ſince we hanged on our Mother's Breaſts, how have his 
Rod and his Staff been our Comfort and Support? What a mighty 


Argument of the good Providence of God is given in the Preſerva- 
tion of young Children! That poor Infants, who can neither help 


themſelves, nor tell their Wants to others, ſhould be ſupplied with 


all that is neceſſary for them: That they ſhould run ſafely through 


fo many Diſorders and Diſeaſes, that are incident to their infirm and 
tender Age: That they ſhould be delivered from ſo many Accidents 
which hover continually round 'em; and ſhould eſcape a Thouſand 


1 Thouſand Hazards, to which their own Weakneſs, and the Careleſ- 
| . Neſs of others, does expoſe them Night and Day. I ſay, that poor 


thrive beſt, grow faſteſt, an 


ſiderable Mites were at firſt dropt into it? 


. 9 * * . 
„ 4 N 
1 N * : 
& b 
* 


Children ſhould rub through ſuch a Multitude of Miſchan 
ſhould hold up their helpleſs Heads in the midſt of ſo many and great 


Dangers! Why, that an Infant ſhould eſcape to be a grown Perſon, it 


is a Miracle of God's Mercy; and it could not be unleſs God cove- 
red them under the Shadow of bk Wings, and hid them as the Apple of 
his Eye. Eſpecially if we conſider, that the Children of the Poor, 
who have leaſt Care and t afforded to them; they generally 


penſive Trouble beſtow'd vpon em, they commonly are more weakly 
and ſickly, and come ſooneſt to untimely Death; that in this Caſe it 
may appear, how God is all in all. y 

We may forget this Argument ; but the ancient Fathers were ſo 
ſenſible of it, that they did believe and did aſſert, That God Almigh- 
ty, the Father of the Fatherleſs, did ſet a Guardian Angel over every 
Child, to watch over and defend the little helpleſs, harmleſs Creature; 
and they grounded their Opinion on that Text of Scripture, which! 
lately cited, St. Matthew 18. 10. Take heed that ye deſpiſe not one of 


theſe little ones; for 1 ſay unto you, that in Heaven their Angels do always 


behold the Face of my Father which is in Heaven. And indeed, I think 


the Text does ſuſhciently imply, that theſe poor little ones are under 
the ſpecial Care and Protection of God, and of his Ainiſtring Spirits, 


e Holy Angels. a 


This Divine Guardianſhip has lately appeared after a wonderful 


Manner, in the Education of poor Children, as well as in the com- 
mon Protection of em. Many Perſons here preſent have ſeen a late 
Book, entitled, Pietas Hallenſis: or a Public Demonſtration of the 
Footſteps of a Divine Being yet in the World, in an Hiſtorical Narration of 
the Orphan- Houſe, and other charitable Inſtitutions at Glaucha near Hall 
in Saxony. The Book was written by an eminent Profeſſor of Di- 
vinity, the Paſtor of that Town, and Director of the pious Founda- 
tions there; And it ſeems to be written with a great Air of Integri- 
ty, cloathed in Modeſty and Humility unaffected. What a ſurprizing 


Account is there given of that Charity-School, or Orphan-Houſe, or 
Hoſpital for Children ! How mean was the Beginning of it, from a 


little Alms-Box fixed at the Miniſter's Study-Door ? What incon- 


ive longeſt : while the Children of the 
Rich and the Noble, Whg have a nicer Tendance, and a more ex- 
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For this Charity lacmot beet confind to our ppl Natter bully; 
n + the. good Example of England hath diffuſed it ſelf throuphmany 
CE bane: States and Kingdoms: By our Medel tlie . 
rity- Schools are ſetting up in Holland, Swit xerland, Eruſſta, Sa 
and even in Aaſcovy; as if our go W orks aud dur. Am wel N 
Fpread their Glory together. thed? all Europe. . * 
Len Years are hardly gone and paſt, ſince this Deſigh/6f Charh : 
5 Schools was firſt Jaid-; and behold the eaſt of Seeds is already:bees ome 
A great Tree, and Multitudes of young Children do lodge uns 
K khe Brauches of it. Let me read 48 has been the Cu HP 
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